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IN  THE  SPRING  OF 


The  Philadelphia  Hoard  of  Trade , sensible 
of  the  importance  of  the  Western  Trade  with  this  city,  and 
ever  ready  to  adopt  measures  for  its  encouragement,  and  as- 
siduous to  remove  every  embarrassment  which  may  from  any 
cause  exist,  saw  and  heard  with  regret,  during  last  summer, 
the  complaints  of  a portion  of  our  Western  friends,  in  conse- 
quence of  delays  having  taken  place  in  the  transportation  of 
goods  from  this  city  to  their  respective  places  of  destination, 
immediate  measures  were  adopted  by  the  Directors  of  the 
Board  to  possess  themselves  of  every  circumstance  which 
contributed  to  such  delay,  that  they  might,  so  far  as  it  was  in 
their  power,  be  armed  with  the  means  of  removing  existing 
and  preventing  future  delays;  and  to  this  end  C.  G.  CHILDS, 
Esq.,  Avas  appointed  to  make  personal  examination  and  in- 
quiry along  the  whole  line,  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Ohio, 
into  the  delays  mentioned,  and  report  the  result  of  his  labors 
to  the  Board. 

Col.  Childs  having  now  made  his  report,  the  Directors  of 
The  Board  of  Trade  present  it  to  the  Members  of  the  Associ- 
ation, in  the  belief  that  it  is  well  calculated  to  banish  all  ap- 
prehension, and  promote  a generous  confidence  in  the  capacity 
and  determination  of  our  Merchants  and  Transporters  to  ef- 
fect a speedy  Transportation  of  all  Merchandise  purchased  in 
this  city. 

THO’S  P.  COPE,  President. 

J.  M.  Wright,  Sec.  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Philada.  Dec.  28,  1836. 
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REPORT, 


To  the  Monthly  Committee  of  The  Philadelphia 
Board  of  Trade . 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  information 
which  I have  obtained  as  your  Agent,  under  the  following 
resolution  of  The  Board  of  Trade: 

“ Resolved , That  the  Monthly  Committee  be  authorised 
to  employ  an  Agent,  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
causes  of  delay  in  the  transportation  of  merchandise  on  the 
Rail-roads  and  Canals  of  this  State,  and  also,  on  the  Ohio 
river; — the  number  of  cars  and  boats  now  in  use,  and  their 
probable  increase;  and  that  it  be  the  duty  of  said  Agent  to 
obtain  all  information  in  his  power,  relative  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  merchandise  on  the  Rail-roads  and  Canals,  and  the 
Ohio  river,  which  may  tend  to  remove  the  evils  complained 
of,  and  to  ensure  the  transportation  of  the  same  in  the  short- 
est time,  and  at  the  least  expense.” 

The  delays  in  the  transportation  of  merchandise  on  the 
State  Improvements,  have  been  satisfactorily  traced  by  me  to 
the  following  causes: 

1.  The  peculiar  character  of  the  last  winter,  which  com- 
menced earlier  and  continued  later  than  usual — was  severe 
almost  beyond  example — and  attended  by  a vast  quantity  of 
snow  on  the  land,  and  ice  in  the  rivers.  The  Canals  of  the 
State  were  closed  by  ice  the  27th  to  the  30th  of  November 
last,  and  were  not  re  opened  until  the  last  of  March  to  the 
4th  of  April.  Soon  after  they  were  opened,  the  great  freshets 
caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snow,  rendered  them  useless 
for  many  days:  as  well  by  overflowing  the  towing  paths  and 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna  rivers  and  canals,  as 
by  the  damage  done  to  various  parts  of  the  works.  The  same 
causes  operated  upon  the  Columbia  Rail-road,  which  was  ren- 
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tiered  nearly  impassable  by  snow,  until  late  in  the  spring,  and 
afterwards  required  considerable  repairs  to  counteract  the  ef- 
fect of  the  severe  frost  of  winter. 

2.  The  Canals  having  been  unexpectedly  closed  by  ice 
near  the  close  of  November,  a large  number  of  boats  freighted 
with  goods  for  the  West,  were  frozen  up  along  the  line;  and 
were  obliged  to  remain  there  until  the  opening  of  the  navi- 
gation in  the  spring.  A considerable  time  therefore  elapsed 
before  they  could  return  to  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  lines, 
after  the  navigation  opened,  in  order  to  commence  their  regu- 
lar trips  for  the  season. 

3.  The  quantity  of  goods  purchased  in  Philadelphia  des- 
tined for  the  West,  during  the  months  of  February  and  March 
last,  was  more  than  one  third  greater  than  within  the  same 
period  of  any  former  year — and  at  the  time  these  purchases 
were  made,  it  was  expected  that  our  Canals  would  open  about 
the  usual  period.  In  addition  to  this,  large  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise were  sent  from  New'  York  to  be  forwarded  by  our 
Canals,  which  were  expected  as  usual,  to  open  earlier  than 
the  Erie  Canal.  Wagons  being  in  demand  and  carriage  high, 
goods  that  might  have  been  forwarded  by  the  Turnpike,  were 
detained  to  be  sent  by  the  Canals.  By  a combination  of  the 
causes  above  enumerated,  an  extraordinary  pressure  upon  the 
forwarding  lines  was  produced,  while  their  means  of  trans- 
portation were  considerably  diminished.  Most  of  the  for- 
warding houses  at  first  refused  to  receive  more  goods  than 
their  means  of  conveyance  enabled  them  to  carry  through 
with  certainty — while  some  others  who  had  more  recently 
entered  into  the  business,  were  obliged  to  depend  in  some 
measure  upon  transient  boats,  and  were  induced  to  receive 
more  goods  than  they  could  carry  through,  owing  to  unlooked 
for  detentions  on  the  Portage  Rail-road.  As  the  pressure  in- 
creased, large  quantities  of  goods  were  literally  forced  upon 
all  the  transporting  houses.  In  many  cases  they  were  left  in 
the  streets  after  having  been  refused  a place  in  the  warehouses; 
in  others,  owing  to  the  importunity  of  some  of  their  customers 
whose  business  it  was  desirable  to  retain,  goods  w'ere  received 
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with  an  understanding  that  they  should  be  despatched  in  their 
regular  turn,  or  at  as  early  a period  as  practicable.  Sometimes, 
the  owners  of  goods  in  consequence  of  the  great  press,  offered 
an  additional  price  to  have  them  received,  and  forwarded  at 
the  earliest  possible  period,  without  any  specified  time  being 
required  for  their  delivery  in  Pittsburg.  Thus,  the  warehouses 
soon  became  crowded,  the  parcels  mixed,  and  those  last  re- 
ceived were  occasionally  despatched  first;  because,  those  first 
received  and  in  store  could  not  be  got  at.  Some  confusion, 
embarrassment  and  detention  was  the  natural  consequence,  and 
various  shipments  of  the  property  of  the  same  individual  were 
frequently  made. 

4.  A change  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  State,  brought 
with  it  a change  in  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  and 
of  the  Superintendents,  Engineers,  Lock-keepers,  Agents,  &c. 
on  the  State  Improvements.  This  change  unfortunately  took 
place  on  the  1st  of  April.  Many  of  those  appointed  to  office 
were  without  practical  experience,  when  all  the  skill  of  expe- 
rienced men,  would  scarcely  have  been  able  to  have  promptly 
despatched  the  first  rush  of  goods  that  took  place  on  the  open- 
ing of  the  navigation.  On  the  Canals  no  serious  inconvenience 
was  felt,  but  on  the  more  complicated  operations  of  the  Rail- 
roads, the  effect  was  felt  in  the  detention  of  goods — this  diffi- 
culty was  greatly  increased,  by  the  want  of  sufficient  motive 
and  horse  power,  early  in  the  season. 

5.  On  the  Portage  Rail-Road  the  old  board  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners had  made  contracts  ahead  for  the  supply  of  horse 
power  upon  the  different  levels.  The  number  of  horses  pro- 
vided, would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  current  summer 
business; — but,  for  the  first  opening  of  the  spring  trade  owing 
to  the  unprecedented  quantity  of  goods  that  offered,  it  was 
found  to  be  totally  inadequate.  The  motive  power  was  also 
insufficient,  there  being  but  three  Locomotives  on  the  road 
early  in  the  season.  These  embarrassments  were  considerably 
increased  by  the  spreading  of  the  rails,  and  a short  supply  of 
seasoned  wood  for  the  use  of  these  Engines.  Here  the  greatest 
embarrassment  and  detention  took  place.  Large  quantities  of 
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goods  had  arrived  at  Ilalidaysburg  before  the  Rail-road  was 
in  full  operation.  The  warehouses  soon  became  crowded,  and 
the  cars  having  been  unexpectedly  detained  on  their  passage, 
no  empty  ones  were  at  hand  to  convey  the  goods  as  they  ar- 
rived. A large  number  of  boats  were  detained  waiting  the 
return  of  the  empty  cars  to  discharge  their  freights,  when 
they  should  have  been  on  their  route  back  for  further  supplies. 
From  this  state  of  things  the  cars  belonging  to  some  of  the 
lines  proved  insufficient  to  forward  the  goods  as  they  arrived 
— an  immense  accumulation  soon  took  place,  parcels  became 
mixed  and  were  forwarded  promiscuously,  and  the  great  mass 
of  goods  shipped  by  some  of  the  lines  early  in  April  were 
not  received  in  Pittsburg,  until  the  month  of  May,  and  then 
in  detached  parcels  Some  of  the  goods  forwarded  soon  after 
the  opening  of  the  navigation  were  43  days  on  the  route  from 
this  city  to  Pittsburg.  The  detentions  that  occurred  on  this 
part  of  the  road  early  in  the  season,  operated  very  injuriously 
on  the  character  of  our  State  Improvements. 

6.  Early  in  the  season  there  was  considerable  detention 
in  forwarding  goods  by  the  Columbia  Rail-road.  The  time  of 
conveyance  between  this  city  and  Columbia,  need  not  exceed 
one  day,  while  in  some  cases,  cars  have  been  two,  three,  and 
even  four  or  more  days  on  the  road  between  these  points. 
This  delay  early  in  the  season  was  partly  owing  to  the  w:ant 
of  sufficient  motive  power,  but  since  the  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  Locomotives,  it  can  only  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of  a 
proper  system  of  management.  Recently,  a great  improve- 
ment lias  taken  place  in  the  transportation  of  merchandise 
upon  this  road. 

7.  During  the  month  of  August  an  interruption  of  the 
navigation  for  several  days  occnrred,  owing  to  a breach  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal,  and  leakage  at  the  dam  at  Clerk’s  ferry — 
and  during  a short  period  there  was  a low  stage  of  water  in 
the  Canal  west  of  the  mountains,  which  prevented  boats  from 
carrying  full  frieghts.  With  these  exceptions  the  business  upon 
the  State  Canals  has  been  less  interrupted,  than  during  any 
previous  season. 
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Shortly  after  my  arrival  in  Pittsburg,  a meeting  of  The 
Board  of  Trade  of  that  city  was  held  and  a Committee  ap- 
pointed, for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the  object  of  my  mis- 
sion. A number  of  the  forwarding  merchants  promptly  fa- 
voured me  with  an  inspection  of  their  freight  books,  and  af- 
forded me  every  facility  in  their  power,  in  obtaining  the  infor- 
mation sought  for.  The  causes  of  delay  on  the  Ohio  river, 
to  which  my  attention  was  directed  by  the  resolution  of  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  most  clearly  and  satisfactorily  explained 
in  a letter  addressed  to  me,  and  signed  by  all  the  forwarding 
houses  in  Pittsburg,  which  I have  appended  to  this  Report. 
That  letter  contains  some  important  suggestions  on  other 
points  connected  with  our  Western  Trade,  to  which  I would 
respectfully  invite  the  earnest  attention  of  The  Board  of  Trade, 
as  of  all  those  engaged  in  commerce  with  the  West.  The  in- 
formation contained  in  it,  is  the  more  valuable,  because,  de- 
rived from  actual  experience;  and  it  is  so  full  and  clear  as  to 
render  unnecessary  any  remarks  from  me  on  the  same  topic. 
With  the  Committee  of  The  Pittsburg  Board  of  Trade  I had 
a conference,  and  those  of  the  members  of  it  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  letter  referred  to,  most  cordially 
unite  in  approving  its  contents.  The  views  of  The  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Pittsburg  upon  the  subject  of  the  detention 
of  goods  in  the  spring,  has  already  been  published.  A copy 
of  their  Report  is  appended  to  this  paper. 

I have  been  unable  to  ascertain  accurately  the  number  of 
boats  and  cars  upon  the  different  public  works.  On  the  open- 
ing of  the  navigation  there  were  eight  daily  transportation 
lines  between  this  city  and  Pittsburg.  The  number  of  boats 
and  cars  attached  to  each  line,  may  be  stated  as  follows: 


Lines.  Cars  an  Col.  Boats , Sc  hi.  Union  Cars  on  Boats 


Rail-road . 

Pennsa.  Canals. 

Portage  R.R. 

JV.  of  Ms. 

Western  Transportation, 

100 

10  Pa.  & 15  Un 

ion  105 

11 

Union  do. 

0 

19  Union  & Pa. 

100 

7 

Pittsburg  do. 

50 

8 Pennsa. 

77 

5 

Reliance 

40 

8 Pennsa. 

76 

5 

Western  Despatch 

40 

8 Pennsa. 

32 

5 

Kentucky  & Ohio, 

0 

14  to  28  Union 

80 

5 to  8 

Pennsylvania  and  Ohio, 

0 

12  Union 

85 

5 

Pennsa  &.  Ohio,  Old  Line, 

0 

14  Union 

64 

6 

8 


Beside  the  above,  some  of  the  lines  despatched  nearly  100 
transient  boats,  laden  with  freight  for  the  West. 

On  the  Portage  Rail-road  there  are  upwards  of  800  cars. 
From  the  1st  of  April  to  the  1st  of  November,  12,728  cars 
cleared  at  Philadelphia  on  the  Columbia  Rail-road. 

During  the  past  season  a large  number  of  Canal  boats  have 
been  built,  and  from  the  best  information  1 have  been  able  to 
obtain,  the  facilities  for  transportation  next  season  will  be 
more  than  double  that  of  the  present,  and  it  is  believed  will 
be  fully  sufficient  to  insure  the  regular  conveyance  of  goods 
destined  for  the  West,  without  subjecting  them  to  the  deten- 
tion which  has  been  so  severely  complained  of  this  season. 
Most  of  the  lines  profiting  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  will 
have  all  their  boats  collected  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
lines,  which  will  enable  them  to  despatch  one,  two  or  more 
boats  daily,  as  circumstances  may  require,  on  the  opening  of 


the  navigation. 

In  1S37  there  will  be  Fourteen  or  more  Daily  Transpor- 
tation Lines  between  this  city  and  Pittsburg,  and  Four  Daily 
Lines  of  Steam  Boats  between  Pittsburg  and  Louisville.  The 
following  list  comprises  the  Lines  between  this  city  and 


Pittsburg. 


Names.  No.  of  Lines 

Daily. 

Cars 

C.R.R. 

Boats  Canals.  Cars , Portage 

R.  R. 

Boats 
west  Ms. 

Western  Transportation, 

2 

100 

16  Pennsa.  105 

10 

Union  '' 

2 

50 

19  Un.  Sc  8 Pa.  100 

10 

Kentucky  Sc  Ohio  " 

2 

0 

28  Union  80 

12 

Reliance 

2 

0 

50  Union  110 

12 

Pittsburg1 

2 

80 

15  Pennsa.  77 

8 

Western  Despatch" 

1 

60 

8 Pa.  Sc  8 Un.  100 

8 

Pennsa.  Sc  Ohio  " 1 

Pa.  & Ohio  or  People’s  Line  1 
Merchants’  Line  1 


* The  arrangements  are  not  yet  completed  in  these  Lines,  and  one  or  two  additional 
Lines  are  now  in  progress  of  formation.  Tnere  are  also  a considerably  increased  num* 
ber  of  transient  boats  on  the  different  works. 
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Under  the  head  of  the  resolution  which  requires  me  to  obtain  “all  infor- 
mation in  my  power  relative  to  the  transportation  of  merchandise  on 
the  Canals  and  Rail  Roads,  which  may  tend  to  remove  the  evils  com- 
plained of,  Sic.”  I beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statements  and 
suggestions. 

From  the  1st  of  December,  1S34,  to  the  11th  of  April, 
1835,  622  six-horse  wagons  crossed  the  Columbia  bridge, 
laden  with  goods  for  the  West,  their  destination  generally 
being  to  Pittsburg.  The  largest  number  that  crossed  in  any 
one  week  w7as  64.  From  the  1st  of  December,  1835,  to  the 
14th  of  April,  1836,  938  six-horse  wagons  passed  by  the  same 
route — of  this  number,  350  crossed  during  the  month  of 
March — Each  of  these  wagons  carried  from  5 to  6000lbs. — 
allowing  the  latter  amount  to  each  5.628.000lbs.  of  merchan- 
dise w;ere  conveyed  by  this  method. 

This  season  the  supply  of  wagons  will  probably  be  abun- 
dant, and  as  the  regular  transportation  lines  have  made  ar- 
rangements for  the  conveyance  of  goods  from  Columbia, 
whither  they  will  be  sent  by  the  Rail-road,  goods  that  will 
bear  the  increased  price  of  carriage  can  be  regularly  forwarded 
by  this  method.  This  will  prevent  so  great  an  accumulation 
of  goods  on  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  as  took  place  last 
spring. 

In  order  that  it  might  be  clearly  perceived  that  the  great 
mass  of  goods  forwarded  by  the  Canals,  were  not  received  at 
Pittsburg  until  the  month  of  May,  I obtained  from  the  Col- 
lector’s office  at  that  place  the  following  statement  of  the  ar- 
rivals during  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June  last. 


Merchandise. 


Groceries. 


0.970.980  pounds 
2.105.879  " 

1.222.020  " 


April,  3.212.362  pounds 
May,  11.107.231  " 

June,  2.107.231  " 


On  the  Columbia  Rail-road,  burthen  cars  are  now  restricted 
to  a speed  not  exceeding  ten  miles  per  hour.  Since  this 
change  has  taken  place,  no  accidents  have  occurred,  and  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  with  more  regularity;  and  goods  are 
delivered  in  a shorter  time  than  formerly.  The  detention 
caused  by  the  Inclined  Plane  near  Columbia  will  soon  be  re- 
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moved.  Measures  are  now  in  progress  to  dispense  with  it 
entirely,  by  an  alteration  in  the  route  of  the  road  for  six 
miles.  Some  men,  well  informed  upon  this  subject,  are  of 
opinion  that  this  important  work  cannot  be  as  advantageously 
managed  while  the  State  are  the  Carriers  as  if  it  were  under 
the  control  of  a Company,  because  the  latter  would  be  legally 
responsible  for  the  destruction  of  property  while  in  their 
charge.  This  is  not  the  case  at  present: — No  damages  can 
be  recovered  from  the  State,  although  such  loss  may  have 
been  caused  by  tbe  carelessness  of  its  agents.  As  this  is  a 
subject  of  general  interest,  it  will  claim  the  attention  of  all 
classes  of  the  community. 

On  the  Portage  Rail-road,  Locomotives  are  used  only  on 
one  level,  a distance  of  13  $ miles.  On  the  rest  of  the  route, 
with  the  exception  of  the  stationary  Engines  at  the  inclined 
planes,  horses  are  used.  From  some  experiments  recently 
made  on  the  level  between  Halidaysburg  and  the  foot  of  plane 
No.  10,  a distance  of  4 miles,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the 
substitution  of  Locomotive  for  horse  pow'er,  would  materially 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  goods,  and  prove  a saving  to 
the  State  of  2 to  83,000  per  annum.  Ninety  one  cars,  each 
carrying  three  tons  of  merchandise  have  been  taken  over  this 
portion  of  the  road  by  one  engine,  in  two  and  a quarter  hours; 
— by  this  method  1000  to  1200  tons  could  be  regularly  for- 
warded daily.  By  the  present  method  probably  6 to  300  tons. 

Among  the  projects  for  facilitating  our  communications 
with  the  West,  the  most  important  and  the  most  feasible  seems 
to  be  an  increase  of  the  dimensions  of  the  Union  Canal , so 
as  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  largest  boats  which  now  navi- 
gate the  State  Works.  This  measure  can  only  be  carried  into 
effect  by  the  assistance  of  Legislative  aid.  A direct  communi- 
cation wTith  the  West  during  the  winter  season,  would  greatly 
facilitate  trade,  and  materially  add  to  the  prosperity  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

On  the  whole,  the  backward  state  of  the  season — the  unu- 
sual quantity  of  goods  offered  for  conveyance,  and  the  want 
of  means  to  carry  this  vastly  increased  amount  early  in  the 
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season,  w hen  all  were  anxiously  pressing  their  goods  forward, 
may  be  set  down  as  the  true  causes  that  have  produced  the 
evils  complained  of.  On  the  Rail-roads,  to  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient power — and  at  Pittsburg,  to  the  unusually  low  state  of 
the  water  in  the  Ohio  river  early  in  May,  and  the  great 
scarcity  of  keel  boats — the  steam-boats  being  unable  to  carry 
more  than  one  fourth  their  usual  freight.  These  difficulties 
wdll  not  probably  again  take  place,  owing  to  the  greatly  in- 
creased facilities  of  transportation  along  the  whole  route.  This 
extended  line  of  improvements  offers  the  nearest,  cheapest , 
and  best  means  of  conveyance  to  the  West,  and  since  the  first 
of  June  goods  have  generally  been  delivered  in  better  time 
and  with  more  regularity,  than  during  any  previous  season 
since  the  commencement  of  the  business.  Upwards  of  2400 
boats  arrived  at  Pittsburg  during  the  present  season  by  the 
Canal,  freighted  with  goods  for  the  West,  and  during  the  same 
period,  upwards  of  4.000.000/ta.  of  Tobacco,  44.000  barrels 
of  Flour,  3.600.000/fo.  of  Bacon,  and  a large  amount  of  other 
products  of  the  West,  were  shipped  eastward  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Improvements. 

Having  obtained  the  information  above  stated  as  to  the 
causes  of  delay  in  the  transportation  of  goods,  I deemed  it 
important  to  ascertain,  as  accurately  as  practicable,  to  what 
extent  these  causes  had  produced  serious  inconvenience  to  the 
parties  interested.  Those  best  informed  upon  this  subject  are 
of  opinion,  that  not  more  than  one  eighth  part  of  the  goods 
sent  westward  early  in  the  spring,  w’ere  subject  to  a detention 
of  a serious  kind.  The  remaining  seven  eighths,  though  not 
forwarded  w ith  the  despatch  w hich  a perfect  system  of  man- 
agement would  ensure,  w’ere  yet  transported  in  such  time,  all 
the  circumstances  considered,  as  not  to  furnish  much  cause 
for  serious  complaint. 

I cannot  close  this  Report  v ithout  an  expression  of  thanks 
to  the  many  gentlemen,  both  of  Pittsburg  and  on  the  line  of 
the  Rail-roads  and  Canals,  who  furnished  me  with  valuable 
information,  or  aided  me  in  my  enquiries.  By  the  officers  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  every  grade,  the  utmost  promptitude 
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was  displayed  to  promote  the  objects  of  my  appointment. 
Allow  me  to  add,  that  the  effect  of  this  mission  has  been  to 
enhance  immeasureably,  my  estimate  of  the  importance  and 
future  usefulness  of  the  great  system  of  public  improvements 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  Trade  and  business  to  which  they  are 
destined  to  give  facilities,  are  yet  in  their  infancy — but  in  that 
infancy  no  one  who  looks  intelligently  at  the  subject  can  fail 
to  recognise  the  germ  and  the  proportions  of  a gigantic  man- 
hood. While  every  part  of  the  State  has  a deep  interest  in  the 
result,  the  great  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  must  be 
the  points  at  which  the  benefits  of  the  system  will  be  most 
decidedly  felt.  And  upon  the  Merchants  of  these  cities — upon 
their  enterprise,  activity,  and  harmonious  co-operation,  to  de- 
velope  the  resources  of  the  State,  and  make  manifest  the  ad- 
vantages of  her  improvements  we  must  depend,  for  bringing 
the  internal  Trade  of  Pennsylvania  to  maturity  at  the  earliest 
possible  day. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obt.  &c. 

<®.  ‘WfJcU. 


Philadelphia , 29th  November,  1836. 
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[Letter  received  from  the  for-warding  houses  in  Pittsburgh 


Pittsburg,  October  30,  1836. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  the  furtherance  of  the  objects  of  your  mission, 
and  in  compliance  with  your  suggestion,  permit  us  to  submit 
the  following,  which  on  comparing  with  such  information  as 
you  may  gather  from  other  sources  will  be  found  to  be  mate- 
rially correct. 

The  original  cause  of  the  delay  of  Merchandise  by  the 
Canal  route  (destined  for  the  West)  in  the  Spring  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  was  the  protracted  period  at  which  the  Naviga- 
tion actually  commenced ; to  this  may  be  added  its  almost 
immediate  interruption  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Susque- 
hanna River,  detaining  the  Boats  several  days  and  distracting 
the  operations  of  the  several  Transportation  Lines  predicated 
upon  the  regular  return  of  those  Boats — at  a period  too  when 
the  entire  facilities  of  all  those  Lines  was  barely  sufficient 
for  the  current  business  of  each  day  in  Philadelphia.  A de- 
tention of  Goods,  by  some  two  or  three  of  the  Lines,  of  some 
weeks,  occurred  at  Hollidaysburg,  to  such  an  extent,  that  for 
want  of  Warehouse  room  they  remained  on  board  of  the 
Boats.  This  circumstance  would  naturally  induce  the  en- 
quiry, have  all  the  Lines  at  their  command  the  Boats,  Cars 
and  Warehouses  requisite  to  the  appropriate  performance 
of  their  engagements? 

There  was  also  a detention  of  Merchandise  for  one  or  two 
days  at  the  Portage  Rail  Road  from  causes  not  recollected. 

In  the  Receipts  given  by  several  of  the  Transportation 
Lines  there  was  no  time  specified  for  the  delivery  of  the 
Merchandise — the  effect  of  this  omission  will  be  readily  per- 
ceived, and  in  many  instances  has  been  severely  felt.  The 
practice  of  docking  carriers  for  being  “ over  time”  is  coeval 
with  the  business  here — although  it  does  not  generally  afford 
the  Merchant  an  Equivalent  for  the  detention  of  his  Goods, 
it  has  been  deemed  a wholesome  and  necessary  check  upon 
the  Carriers,  as  materially  affecting  the  profits  of  their  busi- 
ness, in  the  event  of  their  not  complying  with  the  terms  of 
their  Receipt. 


14 


In  a great  many  instances  the  Stocks  of  Merchandise  are 
very  much  divided  in  their  shipments  from  Philadelphia... 
The  Scattering  of  their  Goods  is  a serious  cause  of  complaint 
with  the  Western  Merchant,  it  has  not  been  peculiar  to  the 
present  year,  but  has  been  thus  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Canal  Route— they  are  divided  in  the  City,  again  at  Co- 
lumbia, at  Holliday sburg,  and  at  Johnstown,  and  it  is  ap- 
prehended the  Merchants  of  Philadelphia  cannot  be  aware  of 
the  very  scattered  manner  in  which  Goods  are  delivered 
in  Pittsburg.  That  Merchandise  can  be  delivered  in  their 
entire  parcels  and  within  the  time  specified  in  the  Receipts 
is  evidenced  conclusively  by  the  fact,  that  they  are  so,  at  those 
periods  of  the  year  when  Transportation  Lines  cannot,  in 
their  avidity  to  secure  business,  (or,  as  alleged  by  them,  from 
necessity,  at  the  hazard  of  losing  their  patronage)  transcend 
in  their  Contracts  their  means  of  performance. 

The  great  body  of  Merchandise  last  Spring  was  delivered 
in  Pittsburg  in  the  month  of  May — during  that  month  an 
unprecedented  low  stage  of  water  existed  in  the  Ohio — our 
Steam  boats  which  usually  carry  an  average  of  rising  One 
hundred  Tons,  would  take  out  only  about  one-fourth  of  that 
quantity — as  low  water  is  not  expected  at  that  season  no 
Keel  Boats  had  been  provided,  there  were  but  few  at  our 
shores  or  to  be  procured,  hence  a detention  altogether  una- 
voidable took  place — in  forwarding  parts  of  Stocks  however, 
proper  reference  was  had  to  the  selection  of  the  most  season- 
able and  most  valuable  Goods  and  the  entire  resources  were 
applied  to  the  forwarding  of  the  Merchandise — received  from 
Philadelphia  to  the  Exclusion  of  all  orders  for  Pittsburg 
manufacturers,  the  filling  of  which  was  for  the  time  suspended. 

The  arrangements  existing  here  for  the  prompt  convey- 
ance of  Merchandise  down  the  Ohio,  are  believed  to  be  am- 
ply sufficient  and  of  the  most  respectable  character,  and  are 
generally  known  to  the  Western  Merchants.  On  no  other 
river  have  greater  improvements  been  made  in  Steam-boats, 
with  reference  to  its  Navigation — had  the  emergency  of  last 
May  occurred  a very  few  years  back,  an  Empty  Steam 
Bout,  such  as  was  then  built,  could  not  have  run.  A regular 
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daily  Line  of  Steam  Boats  was  established  in  1834,  ano- 
ther in  1835,  and  another  during  the  past  Summer,  making 
Three  regular  daily  Lines  between  Pittsburg  and  Louis- 
ville, of  Twelve  Boats  to  each  Line,  besides  Extra  Boats  for 
St.  Louis  and  other  points  as  occasion  may  require — a num- 
ber of  others  of  a superior  class  are  being  built — there  are 
also  many  transient  Boats  in  the  trade — and  on  this  subject 
there  will  be  found  no  lack  of  capital  or  enterprise  in  our 
Merchants  and  Freighters.  We  will  notice  the  frequent 
wrong  directions  given  to  Goods  as  a source  of  inconve- 
nience and  delay.  The  Western  Merchant  makes  all  his  ar- 
rangements with  his  Consignee  here,  for  Carriages,  Insur- 
ance, where  and  to  whom  he  wishes  his  property  sent,  all 
which  are  defeated  by  its  being  sent  to  another  house  here, 
where  they  are  permitted  to  remain,  or  are  shipped  (with  the 
amount  of  charges  conditioned  on  the  Bill  of  Lading  to  be 
paid  on  delivery)  to  another  House,  equally  Strangers, 
where  they  may  or  may  not  experience  further  delay;  such 
is  the  fate  of  many  Goods  arising  from  their  being  wrong 
consigned  here — and  should  accidents  befal  such  Goods, 
might  it  not  involve  a serious  question  of  responsibility? 

The  manner  of  making  out  Receipts  for  Merchandise 
in  very  many  cases  is  very  defective — often  the  entire  num- 
ber of  Packages  only  is  given,  without  regard  to  kind,  char- 
acter or  weight;  if  deficient  in  delivery,  is  it  one  of  little 
wrnrth  or  great  value? — how  can  the  fact  be  proved?  We 
apprehend  in  most  cases  it  could  not  be  legally  so — but  a 
great  inconvenience  attaches  to  the  Consignee  here,  and  to 
the  Transporting  Line — in  many  cases  there  are  crowded 
into  a Small  Sheet  Receipts  for  several  Lots  of  Goods  be- 
long to  various  owners, without  weight  or  other  particulars, 
or  space  to  make  one  single  note,  and  subject  to  different 
rates  of  Carriage — according  to  their  kind — hence  the  Con- 
signee must  keep  a Book  record  of  Packages  as  received  from 
day  to  day , and  during  the  busy  season  can  rarely  find  time 
to  devote  to  the  Examination  necessary  for  a Settlement 
ivith  the  Carrier , to  whom  payments  are  made  on  account, 
as  he  requires,  and  may  seem  to  be  due,  deferring  a final 
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settlement  for  a more  leisure  season,  when  the  rush  of  busi- 
ness has  subsided.  Jill  this  might  be  obviated  by  a receipt 
for  each  shipment,  and  for  each  person's  Goods  separately, 
in  the  same  form  and  with  the  same  particularity,  as  when 
taken  from  Wagoners,  placing  the  respective  Weights  under 
different  columns  with  reference  to  their  appropriate  rate  of 
carriage.  Thus  simplified,  the  packages  could  be  marked  off 
on  the  receipt  itself,  and  settlement  made  as  fast  as  each  de- 
livery shall  be  completed. — We  would  strongly  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a practice  upon  the  Canal  Line  Proprietors,  for 
in  their  own  hands  is  the  remedy,  which  if  applied  would 
secure  to  them  a regular  final  settlement  of  carriages  as 
deliveries  of  the  respective  parcels  are  completed. 

We  would  also  suggest  the  forwarding  by  wagons  as  many 
Dry  Goods,  and  such  as  can  afford  the  increased  rate  of  car- 
riage, until  the  Canal  Navigation  shall  be  in  actual  operation 
as  a means  of  relieving  that  route  from  part  of  the  great  accu- 
mulation of  Freights  which  has  existed  every  Spring. — We 
are  satisfied  it  would  afford  greater  satisfaction  to  the  Western 
Merchant,  and  are  mistaken,  if  after  the  unfortunate  experi- 
ence of  the  last  season,  they  do  not  adopt  that  course  them- 
selves. 

These  observations  have  been  hastily  thrown  together  as 
they  have  occurred  to  us,  and  taken  in  connection  with  such 
explanations  as  you  have  gathered  in  personal  conversation 
with  many  of  us,  we  hope  will  facilitate  the  Report  of  your 
mission  to  this  City.  Some  of  the  subjects  noticed  may  not 
strictly  come  within  your  enquiries,  but  they  are  deemed  here 
to  be  important.  We  feel  sensible  that  the  Forwarding  Houses 
and  Canal  Line  Proprietors  of  Philadelphia  require  only  to 
be  informed  of  any  amendments,  to  effect  their  adoption,  and 
will  at  all  times  cheerfully  lend  our  aid  to  the  promotion  of 
those  sreat  interests  common  to  both  Cities: And  are, 


Respectfully,  your  obdt.  Servts. 


LEWIS  HUTCHISON  & CO., 
HUTCHISON  & LEDDIE, 
MAC  SHANE  & KELLEYS, 
IRWIN  CASSAT  & CO., 
MOSES  ATWOOD, 

HANNA  & POINDEXTER, 
MAY  & ANDOE, 


ALLEN  & GRANT, 

T.  S.  CLARKE  & CO., 
JACOB  FORSYTH  & CO., 
JOHN  D.  DAVIS, 
BUTLER  & CRUTCHER, 
NORTON  & HARRIS, 

T.  BEELER. 


Col.  C.  G.  Childs. 
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REPORT 

OP 

The  Pittsburg  Chamber  of  Commerce < 

At  a meeting  of  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
City  of  Pittsburg,  held  August  5th , 1836 — it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  extraordinary  situation  in  which  the 
business  of  receiving  and  forwarding  Merchandise  for  the 
Western  Country  has  been  recently  placed,  demands  an  au- 
thorized statement  by  this  Chamber,  of  the  particular  causes 
which  have  led  to  this  state  of  things,  in  order  that  the  Western 
Merchants  may  understand  the  difficulty  which  our  Commis- 
sion Merchants  had  to  contend  with.  The  first  cause  of  delay 
arose  from  the  long  duration  of  the  ice  upon  the  Eastern  waters, 
and  the  Canals  and  Rail  Roads,  in  the  month  of  March,  which 
created  a vast  accumulation  of  goods  in  Philadelphia,  before 
the  opening  of  the  Canal;  this  embarrassed  all  the  lines  of 
transportation;  and  the  anxiety  of  shippers  to  get  goods  started 
enabled  transient  carriers,  calling  themselves  “lines,”  (when 
in  fact  they  had  scarcely  any  of  the  requisites  of  a regular 
line),  to  procure  freights  at  high  prices,  without  restriction  as 
to  the  time  of  passing  goods  through:  for  this  reason,  many 
goods  that  were  bought  in  an  early  part  of  the  season  are  but 
recently  received,  and,  of  course,  in  such  cases  no  dockage 
has  been  exacted.  The  second  cause  of  delay  has  been  unex- 
pected, and  beyond  the  control  of  human  foresight — the  low 
state  of  the  Ohio  river  during  the  month  of  May.  In  the 
early  part  of  this  month  the  water  had  begun  to  fall,  and  by 
the  15th  had  reached  the  low  stage,  so  that  Steam  Boats  were 
only  able  to  take  out  a few  tons  each,  and,  of  course,  obtained 
a great  advance  in  the  rates  of  freight;  but  even  at  those  ex- 
tremely high  rates,  which  were  calculated  to  attract  light  boats 
from  all  quarters  to  this  trade,  the  goods  could  not  be  got  off, 
and  gradually  accumulated,  till  the  Merchants  were  forced  to 
ship  in  keel  boats.  The  relief  from  this  course  was  not  effec- 
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tual,  as  keel  boats  could  uot  be  had  on  the  emergency,  in  suf- 
ficient numbers  to  do  all  the  business: — this  class  of  boats  be- 
ing seldom  required  till  late  in  the  summer,  were  not  in  readi- 
ness at  this  unexpected  season  of  low  water. 

From  causes  too  numerous  to  mention  and  too  difficult  to 
explain , the  prices  of  freights  and  all  other  expenses,  are  higher 
than  is  usual,  or  than  was  expected.  The  leading  causes  may 
be  referred  to  the  advanced  price  of  personal  labor,  and  the 
increased  cost  of  every  article  used  in  the  construction  of 
boats  for  the  canal  or  river,  as  well  as  the  high  prices  of  all 
articles  of  provision. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Pittsburg, 
would,  therefore,  respectfully  state,  that  in. their  opinion,  the 
delays  which  have  occurred  in  the  transportation  of  goods  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  this  city  are  not.jajtributable  to  any 
difficulty  upon  the  route  itself,  but  have  been  mainly  occa- 
sioned by  the  imperfect  arrangements  of  some, of  the  trans- 
portation lines,  and  by  many  of  them  having  undertaken  to 
carry  more  goods  than  they  could  possibly  get  through.  They 
would  also  express  their  approbation  of  the  great  and  unremit- 
ting efforts,  used  by  the  Commission  Merchants  to  get  forward 
goods  for  the  West  without  delay,  and  feel  confident  that  where 
the  circumstances  can  be  understood  or  explained,  there  will 
be  found  little  to  impair  the  confidence  of  Western  Merchants 
in  their  agents  here,  or  in  the  route  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal. 


